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Chairperson’s Report
Serge Voloschenko OAM

This very special edition of EVOCA is dedicated to the memory of Mr Nicholas (Nick) 

Xynias AO BEM. Nick, co-founder of the Ethnic Communities Council of Queensland 

(ECCQ) Ltd, passed away peacefully on 25 January 2015.

From the establishment of ECCQ in 1976 until 2015, Nick held a number of elected 

positions, mostly serving as Chairperson, within ECCQ’s Executive Committee and more 

recently the Board of Directors. Before his passing, he served as Hon President and CEO.

Right from the beginning, Nick’s outstanding leadership abilities played an essential 

part in the advancement of ECCQ as the peak body representing the interests of 

the culturally and linguistically diverse communities (CALD) and multiculturalism in 

Queensland.

Shortly after the establishment of ECCQ, Nick began connecting with like-minded 

interstate ethnic community leaders who were united by a common purpose: to provide 

advocacy and promote ethnic issues at the national level. It was their initiative that 

led to the establishment of the Federation of Ethnic Communities’ Councils of Australia 

(FECCA) in 1979. Nick was a member of the FECCA Executive Committee for many years 

and was elected as Chairperson in 2000. For his outstanding contribution to advancing 

the work of FECCA, Nick was awarded an Honorary Life Membership.

Nick was always driven by a strong personal belief in the common good for all and by 

a selfl ess dedication to assisting people. He possessed an ability to connect emotionally 

with people across all cultures and different generations. ECCQ, under Nick’s leadership, 

has a history of advocating for the interests of CALD communities and for assisting and 

strengthening Queensland’s ethnic community associations and groups.

Nick was a highly regarded and a respected negotiator. He was able to establish 

genuine rapport with multiple stakeholders, from government representatives to 

community leaders. There are many examples of how Nick applied his negotiating 

abilities. One of these examples is his successful lobbying of politicians for resources to 

help ECCQ to establish Australia’s fi rst multicultural nursing home, Berlasco Court Caring 

Centre in Indooroopilly in 1988. Another example that involved Nick’s negotiating skills 

was the establishment by ECCQ’s Community Options Home Care Service in 1989. This 

service was restructured and re-badged in 2000 and is now operating as the much 

expanded Diversicare, providing home and community care for hundreds of clients from 

CALD backgrounds.    

At a special reception and dedication ceremony held on Friday, 27 February 2015 to 

honour Nick’s many years of devotion to community service, His Excellency the Hon Paul 

de Jersey AC, Governor of Queensland said that re-naming ECCQ House to ‘Nick Xynias 

House’ was a fi tting tribute to his work. That it “creates a permanent reminder in bricks 

and mortar of Nick’s life and pioneering work in championing multiculturalism as a vital 

element adding to the strength of Queensland communities.”

The speakers at the event listed many of Nick’s achievements stretching over forty years. 

There was also recounting of fond memories of Nick’s generosity of spirit, his warmth, his 

sense of humour, his love and devotion to his family and his trusted friendship. The man 

has truly touched so many lives.

I know that I share with the ECCQ members, my Board colleagues and the staff at ECCQ, 

Diversicare and Berlasco Court in the belief that Nick Xynias House will be a permanent 

reminder of Nick’s legacy. ■
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In loving memory of 
Nicholas Xynias AOB EM 
20 March 1933 – 25 January 2015

Nicholas Xynias was born on 20 March 1933 in Ismailia, Egypt. He was the third son of 

Rigas and Kyriakoula Xynias, who emigrated from the Island of Limnos in Greece. He had 

fond memories of a happy childhood in Ismailia along with his brothers Pandeli, Anthony, 

John, Con and sister Evangelia. Nick worked as a mechanical engineer with the British 

Army in Egypt until he decided in 1956 to hop on a boat that was heading towards 

Australia. He had a landing permit for ten years and decided that if things did not work 

out by then, he would go home. Lucky for us he didn’t!

After two years, and feeling quite homesick, Nick started attending the Greek Orthodox 
Church, where he met his future wife Cleopatra (Pat). It was also at this church that Nick 
resumed his volunteering activities as a Scout Leader, which he had always enjoyed 
back in Ismailia. He had always been inspired by the Scout Promise, to serve God, your 
country and fellow man. As he said, “how can you go wrong with such a principle?”, so 
it was with great enthusiasm that he began the Hellenic Scout Group with sixty Cubs, 
Scouts and Rovers.

In January 1959 he married Pat and they went on to have four children, Rick, Kerry, 
Angela and Demitri who with their partners Maria, Mark and Julie have blessed them 
with fi ve grandchildren, Nicholas, John, Alexander, Zac and Isabella. Nick was very 
proud of all his children and grandchildren. 

Nick was very passionate and committed to whatever he put his mind to. He believed 
that whatever you put in is what you get back. He lived life to the full and took every 
opportunity to make every day wonderful. He worked tirelessly and was dedicated to 
improving the life of those from culturally diverse backgrounds.

In his early years his volunteering career spanned between The Greek Ethnic Schools 
Association and the Society of Greeks from Egypt and the Middle East. In 1964, Nick 
joined Australian Hellenic Educational Progressive Association (AHEPA) and over fi fty 
years was a dedicated member and respected leader.

In 1976 he co-founded the Ethnic Communities Council of Queensland (ECCQ) and 
served on its board, including as Chairman, for many years. He lobbied tirelessly for 
funding to establish a multicultural nursing home. In August 1988 he oversaw the 
purchase of Berlasco Court Caring Centre. In 1989, he oversaw the start the Community 
Options Program, renamed Diversicare in 2000, to assist the aging culturally diverse 
population to receive assistance in their homes. Nick continued his involvement with 
ECCQ in the role of Honorary President and Volunteer Chief Executive Offi cer (CEO).

Nick was also a member of the: Ethnic Affairs Advisory Council; Commonwealth 
Migrant Consulting Council; Queensland Aboriginal Reconciliation Council; Queensland 
Multicultural Coordinating Committee; Department of Ethnic Affairs Ministerial Advisory 
Committee; Migrant Consultative Council of the Departments of Social Security and 
Education, Employment & Training; Centenary of Federation Queensland Committee; 
Queensland Commemorative Events & Celebrations Committee (chair); Lord Mayor of 
Brisbane’s Multicultural Business Round Table (chair); Responsible Gambling Advisory 
Committee; Jupiter’s Casino Community Benefi t Fund trustee; Queensland Police 
Academy Committee and many more. 

6
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He was recently appointed to the Queensland 
Advisory Committee for the Commemoration 
of ANZAC Centenary. He was also appointed 
by the Premier to the chair of the recently 
established Queensland Multicultural 
Roundtable. 

Her Majesty The Queen personally awarded 
Nick the British Empire Medal (BEM) in 1982. He 
was also awarded the Medal of the Order of 
Australia (OAM) in 1995, and in 2001 he was 
made an Offi cer of the Order of Australia (AO). 

In 2004, he was named one of fi ve Queensland 

Greats and in 2008 he was named Brisbane’s 

Senior Citizen of the Year. He also received the 

Millennium Award in 2000.

Nick often acknowledged that without the 

support and encouragement of his wife Pat and 

his family, he would not have been able to be 

as actively involved in all that he did.

Nick was often described as a gentleman and a 

leader. Above all he was a devoted husband, 

loving father and wonderful grandfather. He 

was as active at home as he was out in his 

community.

He had many passions such as collecting old 

matchbox cars, coins and stamps. He loved 

gardening, especially his mangoes, which he 

was very proud of. He would often be down in 

his workshop, fi xing and making things or simply 

organising his tools. In between all of this, Nick 

still found time for his other passion, playing 

cards. He was always ready for a card game 

with family and friends. 

All those who knew him will agree, to have met 

him is to have loved him. The beautiful memories 

of Nick will live on with his family.

Nick will be lovingly remembered by his family, 

friends and colleagues. ■

 

Nick was often described as a gentleman and a leader. Above 
all he was a devoted husband, loving father and wonderful 
grandfather. He was as active at home as he was out in his 
community.
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From left to right: Pat and Nick at their 50th wedding anniversary; Pat and Nick with their children and partners. Back row, from left:  Kerry, 

Demitri, Ricky and Mark Perry (Angela’s husband). Front row, from left: Julie (Demitri’s wife), Pat, Nick, Maria (Ricky’s wife) and Angela. 
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Nick with his parents Rigas and Kyriakoula Xynias shortly before his 

departure to Australia in 1956.

Nick with his family in Ismailia shortly before his departure. From left: his 

father, Rigas, Nick, his brothers, Con and John, his mother, Kyriakoula 

and his brother Pantelis.

Nick, third from the left in the front row, in his early 20s with the Hellenic 

Boy Scouts in Ismailia. 

Nick at the Greek Scouting Association of Ismailia in his early 20s 

welcoming a Scout dignitary. 

Nick in his early 20s with a friend enjoying a night 

out in Ismailia.

Nick and Pat in June 1967 at an event in Brisbane. 
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Pat and Nick at their engagement party in 1962. Pat and Nick enjoying a Mediterranean cruise in 1989.

Pat and Nick at their combined birthday party last 

year.

Pat and Nick with their fi ve beautiful grandchildren on his 80th birthday. From left: Nicholas 

and John Xynias (Ricky and Maria’s sons), Pat and Nick, Isabella and Zac Perry (Angela and 

Mark Perry’s children) and Alexander Smeros Xynias (Demitri and Julie’s son).

Nick while travelling in Greece last year. Nick being awarded an Honorary Life Membership with the Greek 

Orthodox Community Of St George, Brisbane in May 2010.
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Nick Xynias - A paragon of 
multiculturalism
Dr Max Brandle OAM remembers his friend and colleague. Dr Brandle is a retired Associate 
Professor of the University of Queensland, a long serving community leader and current 
board member for the Australian Council for Europe. He served on ECCQ’s Executive 
Committee for six years as Vice Chair and Senior Vice Chair from 2005 to 2011.

When Nick Xynias arrived in Brisbane in 1956 – he landed initially in Perth on a cargo boat 
– there was already a network of Greek cafés and other Greek-owned small businesses 
where newcomers and itinerant workers could access jobs or good advice and 
assistance from fellow Greeks, even in remote country towns. He immediately visited the 
local Greek Club and within four years the former engineer working for the British army 
in Egypt was suffi ciently established so that he could assume an active role in Greek 

community activities. He undertook volunteer work in Brisbane for the Greek scouts and 

the community school and the St George Greek Orthodox Church. 

When he was invited in 1973 to join as a volunteer director on the Board of the Good 

Neighbour Council of Queensland (GNCQ), Nick entered a fascinating ethnic affairs 

apprenticeship which was to shape his remarkable career as a trailblazer and paragon 

of multiculturalism. I too was invited to the GNCQ Board and it was here that we fi rst met 

and began our long professional relationship. 

The federally funded GNCQ maintained a statewide network of volunteers for the 

purpose of expediting the settlement and integration of migrants and refugees. The 

Good Neighbour Movement promoted the acceptance and integration with equal 

career opportunities of all newcomers, a societal philosophy which was close to Nick’s 

heart. Nick, the realist and visionary, discovered his calling as Australia’s new and non-

discriminatory immigration program required improved services for migrants. 

Handsome Nick wearing Onassis glasses, a white shirt and tie to conform to the 

Australian norm now set out to make his mark. Fortunately the White Australia Policy 

was already discarded by the Whitlam government. Nick realised that in matters 

relating to migrant settlement and social integration, conservative Queensland was still 

limping behind the more progressive southern states. These states already had ethnic 

communities’ councils which were managed by former migrants. There was much work 

to be done in Queensland. 

Social change was accelerated by the Whitlam era. By the mid-1970s offensive 

colloquialism such as reffo (for a refugee) or dago (for an Italian or someone from a Latin 

country) or wog (for someone with a Mediterranean, northern African or Middle Eastern 

appearance) had fallen into disuse and migrants were no longer told to go home to 

their countries of origin. Early on Nick and I witnessed the use of these terms and in some 

situations they were even used against us. However, there is an element of delightful 

mischief and larrikinism in Aussie English which appealed to Nick. When a young 

Anglo-Celtic wife said during the 1970s she married a handsome dago or wog these 

formerly abusive terms became expressions of endearment. When in a circle of friends 

Nick occasionally enjoyed playing with words by revealing himself as a good natured 

linguistic larrikin and iconoclast. He had a wonderful and engaging sense of humour. 

On a more serious note he always objected to being called a New Australian, an 

unsuitable term initially sanctioned and promoted by Arthur Calwell, the fi rst immigration 

minister who was appointed in 1945. Nick used to say that he did not want to be called 

a new Australian when retiring from paid work as an old man. 

10
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David Hamill, Minister for Transport and Minister Assisting the Premier on 

Economic and Trade Development in the fi rst Goss Government (1989 

to 1992) addressing a public rally organised by ECCQ in response to 

the racist policies of One Nation.

Launching ECCQ’s publication, ‘Death, Dying & Religion’ (1998). From 

left, ECCQ former Sexual Health Coordinator Jacqui Hauff, co-author 

Hurriyet Babacan, co-author Patricia Obst and Nick.

Nick and Gerry Hand, Minister for Immigration and Ethnic Affairs in the 

Fourth Hawke Ministry and First Keating Ministry, at an ECCQ event in 

1996.

Socialising in the park in 1983. Back, from left: Frank Vavra and Nick. 

Seated from left: Alf Barbi, Lady Mayoress Pearl Harvey, Hannah Barbi, 

Mrs Forni and Lord Mayer of Brisbane City Council Roy Harvey.

From left: Serge Voloschenko, Nick, Governor of Queensland (1997 

– 2003) Peter Arnison, Brisbane Lord Mayor (1985-91) and Australia’s 

Senior Trade Commissioner to France (1994–1997) Sallyanne Atkinson 

AO and Hon Secretary of the Chinese Club and the ‘Father’ of 

Chinatown in Brisbane Eddie Liu OAM at a Citizenship Ceremony.
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After living in Brisbane for a few years Nick had 
mastered English in all situations of negotiation 
and social interaction. Throughout his many 
decades of volunteer service for migrants 
and refugees, Nick never failed to promote 
the teaching and learning of English as a key 
objective for accessing employment, services 
and opportunities to participate in all aspects 
of Australian society. When he became known 
as a wheeler and dealer in migrant affairs his 
response was brief and right to the point: “I am 
a volunteer working for people and I am not 
paid.”

Occasionally, when ruffl ed by unreasonable 

arguments, Nick could be tottering along in 

English and during a few moments he would 

struggle with the English language like a 

beginner wanting to walk on stilts. Yet he never 

lost his track of argument and meaning. He was 

a hard man to beat in any kind of debate or 

dispute. I remember him saying that it is easy to 

fi ght for a good cause.

In 1976 Nick became a co-founder and 

permanent driving force behind the newly 

established Ethnic Communities’ Council 

of Queensland (ECCQ), a not-for-profi t 

organisation. He was elected to serve as 

Chairperson in 1977 and served on the Board 

in various capacities until his death at 81, just 

shy of his 82nd birthday, his last position being 

Honorary President and Volunteer CEO. His 

long and devoted service to ECCQ provided 

continuity and on-going knowledge pertaining 

to a complex organisation. 

In 1988 the advocacy role of ECCQ became 

extended beyond supporting ethnic community 

associations. After much lobbying for culturally 

appropriate care for the migrant aging 

population, Berlasco Court Caring Centre, 

a nursing home with 60 beds was bought 

and opened under ECCQ. Today, Berlasco 

Court continues to offer high quality culturally 

appropriate care for aging migrants who can 

no longer be cared for in their homes. In 1989, 

ECCQ introduced the Community Options 

Program to assist the migrant aging population 

to stay in their homes. Renamed as Diversicare 

in 2000, the third division of ECCQ became the 

leading provider of culturally appropriate home 

and community care. Diversicare now has 

offi ces from Cairns to the Gold Coast. 

Nick also made an important contribution when 

community radio station 4EB was established. 

4EB is a unique listener-supported community 

radio station located at Kangaroo Point. 

During the establishment phase of Radio 4EB 

the then Premier of Queensland, Sir Joh Bjelke-

Peterson alleged publicly that the Foundation 

Chairman of 4EB, Dr Gaetano Rando of the 

Italian community and the Anglican Archbishop 

Arnott,  were Communist sympathisers. Nick’s 

voice of reason and non-political engagement 

helped to smooth over a ridiculous scenario of 

confrontation.

Nick became a member of the fi rst Ministerial 

Advisory Committee concerned with ethnic 

affairs and he remembered with affection the 

few and courageous politicians from the three 

major parties who were endorsing and quietly 

promoting multicultural policies for Queensland. 

Slowly the Sunshine State began to embrace 

modern and all inclusive policies. 

By now Nick Xynias had become a household 

name amongst people with an interest in 

multiculturalism and migration. He pursued a 

proactive role in an amazingly large number of 

committees and organisations. In this endeavour 

he was always supported by his wife Pat 

(Cleopatra) and his family. 

In 1988, the year Brisbane hosted the World 

Expo 88, Queensland offi cially embraced 

multiculturalism. The fi rst edition of my book, 

Multicultural Queensland, published that year, 

featured 45 ethnic communities with articles 

written by the community leaders. It became 

a socio-political watershed with permanent 

societal and policy ramifi cations. My editors 

and I unsuccessfully lobbied the then Minister 

in charge of ethnic affairs to introduce the 

book and instead he simply locked away 

the manuscript because a title featuring the 

term ‘multiculturalism’ did not yet conform to 

State Government policy. Nick stepped in and 

began to lobby on our behalf. He successfully 

requested a government printing grant and, 

more importantly, he asked Premier Mike Ahern 

to introduce the new book.

 

Nick’s voice of reason and non-political engagement helped to 
smooth over a ridiculous scenario of confrontation.
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Nick and Leneen Forde AC, Governor of Queensland at the offi cial opening of ECCQ House 

on 21 April 1993.

Nick, Peter Vecsey-Dalos, former ECCQ Honorary 

Treasurer and Serge Voloschenko at ECCQ’s one 

time offi ce at Merivale Street. 

Queensland Premier Rob Borbidge (1996-1998) 

receiving a memento from Serge and Nick at 

the ECCQ AGM.

At an ECCQ event in 1992. From left: Nick, Joan Einikis, former ECCQ Executive Committee 

member, Ken Hayward, Labor Member for Kallangur and Minister for Health, Margaret Hess, 

former General Manager of Diversicare and Peter Staples, Federal Member for Ageing.

Nick at an ECCQ event in the early 90s. John Suchowiecki, former ECCQ Vice Chairperson, Serge, Premier Borbidge, Nick, and Henry 

Palaszczuk the then Shadow Minister for Ethnic Affairs at ECCQ’s 20th Anniversary in 1996.
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In Premier Ahern’s forward to the book he 
writes that “Australia’s Bicentenary did much 
to highlight the multicultural nature of our 
nation” and in the concluding sentence he calls 
Queensland “our multicultural State.” Premier 
Ahern and his parliamentary coalition partner, 
Terry White, were the drivers of Queensland’s 
multicultural future as they realised that the 
formerly taboo term in Queensland politics, 
namely ‘multiculturalism’, was ready to be 
adopted politically. That year the ethnic 
communities began to celebrate the State 
Government’s change of direction in favour of 
multiculturalism.  

For Nick, multiculturalism implied harmony 
in diversity rather than ethnic tribalism and 
divisions or sectarianism. Multiculturalism shuns 
social exclusion and promotes social justice. 
Multiculturalism is about the successful co-
existence and interaction between people with 
different ethnic, cultural, linguistic or religious 
backgrounds.  Nick was no ‘Vereinsmeier’, a 
German term inadequately translated into 
English slang as trivial ‘club freak’. Nick the 
committee man always pursued tangible results 
for the future. Decisions need to be taken and 
put into action. Nick was a doer. 

Having grown up as a Greek in Egypt, 
multilingual Nick appreciated the value of 
language services for multicultural Queensland. 
He was a powerful supporter of the National 
Accreditation Authority for Translators and 
Interpreters (NAATI) and took a great deal 
of interest in the provision of interpreter and 
translation services, notably in the areas of 
health, justice and domestic violence.  

Nick also maintained excellent rapports with the 
police. Uniformed police representatives often 
attended ECCQ meetings and events. Nick’s 
message was simple and effective and very 
Australian: ‘Please tell the newly arrived refugees 
and migrants that in this wonderful country of 
ours the police are not the enemy. The police 
are your friends and their job is to protect you 
and your families.’ 

In 2000 Nick became the chairman of 
FECCA, a potent Canberra-based national 
lobby group representing the interests of the 
Ethnic Communities Councils (ECC) around 
Australia. Nick was at times feted as a super 
multiculturalist. A former FECCA chairperson 
publicly conceded that ECCQ was by far the 
largest and most successful ECC in Australia. 

ECCQ members and friends greatly value 
Australian citizenship, a gift to former 
newcomers which also implies obligations for the 
new citizens. Nick always enjoyed an active part 
as a speaker at citizenship ceremonies. His many 
speeches were shaped by sincerity, common 
sense and a love for Australia and its fascinating 
people and history, including Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islanders. 

Even in death Nick touched my life. At his 
funeral service at the St George Greek Orthodox 
Church, I sat next to former Premier Peter 
Beattie, whom I was able to thank for writing the 
forward, at Nick’s request, to the 2001 edition of 
Multicultural Queensland after all these years.

I had the privilege and honour to be invited as 
third and last speaker at Nick Xynias’ sit-down 
wake, which was held at the Greek Community 
Centre. There was gracious wife Pat Xynias 
and the closely knit extended Xynias family as 
well as Nick’s numerous friends representing 
multicultural Queensland. This was a moment 
of giving thanks and celebrating Nick’s 
distinguished life in the service of people, and to 
say goodbye. 

At the end of my short address, after lauding 
Nick’s extraordinary journey, which he shared 
with many people who were also dear to him, 
I reached a most obvious conclusion and said: 
“My dear friend Nick, of all the many volunteer 
community workers who in this State’s illustrious 
migrant history generously offered their services 
to multicultural  Queensland  –  YOU   WERE   THE   
GREATEST.” ■ 

For Nick, multiculturalism implied harmony in diversity rather than 
ethnic tribalism and divisions or sectarianism. 
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Citizenship Ceremony at Brisbane City Hall. From left: 

Councillor Barnes, Queensland Premier Mike Ahearn (1987-

89), Brisbane Lord Mayor Sallyanne Atkinson (1985-91), Con 

Sciacca, Labor Member for Bowman, Town Clerk Tony 

Philbrick and Nick. 

Executive Committee members during the opening of the new wing at 

Berlasco Court. From left: Serge, John Suchowiecki, Berlasco Court General 

Manager Athena Ermides, Concetta Sivico, wife of Executive Committee 

member, Antonio Sivico, Sue Ho, Nick and Peter Vecsey-Dalos. 

Constable Sven Dart receives the ECCQ Multiculturalism 

Award presented at the Police Academy Passing Out Parade. 

Launching ECCQ & Multicultural Community Centre publication, 

‘Multicultural Trailblazers’ (2004). From left: Nick, author Jeannie Mok, Premier 

Peter Beattie, Serge Voloschenko and Peter Vecsey-Dalos. 

At the Australian Reconciliation Convention in 1997. From left: Ivan Deveson 

AO,  Lord Mayor of Melbourne (1996-1999),  Randolph Alwis AM, former 

President of FECCA, Dr Patrick Dodson, Nick and  Dr Robert Anderson OAM 

‘Uncle Bob’.

Serge Voloschenko, Kerry Xynias and Nick at the 

Reconciliation Corroboree Walk in 2000.
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Nick’s vision for aged care
Athena Ermides has been General Manager of Berlasco Court Caring Centre since 1998.

The Ethnic Communities Council of Queensland recognised that there was a need for a 
residential aged care facility catering to the needs of the elderly from diverse cultural 
and linguistic backgrounds. Due to the enormous effort made by Nick to fi nd a suitable 

facility and make representation to the government of the time, Berlasco Court was 

purchased in 1988.

One of the things that has been said about Nick is that few people were aware of the 

scope of his involvement in a wide range of very diverse activities, both government 

and non-government, however with the acquisition of Berlasco Court this portfolio was 

expanded to include aged care.

I started at Berlasco Court in 1998.  The original Board consisted of Nick as the Chair, as 

well as Arthur Marshman, Joan Einikis and Peter Vecesy-Dalos who have all since passed 

away. Other members at the time including Serge Voloschenko, John Suchowiecki and 

Chalani Gunasekara are still on the Berlasco Court Management Committee today.

Staff told me later that they thought I had been recruited to the position because Nick 

and I shared the same cultural background. Anyone who knows Nick would know 

that he did not let any familial or cultural issues infl uence him. One of the things I most 

admired about him was that he was very true to his own beliefs. He saw things in a very 

pragmatic way and did not let emotions dictate what he saw as good sense. This is an 

amazing trait in someone who had such a high profi le and was advising on multicultural 

affairs. There are few people willing to stand up for their own beliefs and express them 

with little regard for political correctness, something that certainly made for some very 

interesting differences of opinion!

The qualities Nick most admired in others, that he himself possessed in spades, were 

personal integrity, trust and an unrelenting work ethic. Trust was something that had to 

be earned, it was not given lightly or easily, and even then every day was a different 

day, every issue was judged on its own merit and motives and agendas were examined 

to ensure that decisions made were in the best interest of the organisation, not for any 

individual benefi t.

It is ironic that the area Nick chose to be most involved with was aged care when his 

physical presence and energy were befi tting a much younger man. He certainly was 

the poster person for healthy ageing, and put much younger people to shame with his 

energy and determination.

The many awards and accolades afforded to Nick have been very much deserved and 

there is no question that the world is a poorer place for his passing. His vision and drive 

have seen a great many benefi ts and changes in the areas he chose to be involved in. 

One of the other things that is a great testament to his character is the love and 

devotion to his family, and the way he remained close with and involved with them, 

given the amount of time and effort that were required to be expended in so many 

other areas, not just during business hours, but evening and weekends as well. 

  

I have always understood the vision he had for aged care, both for Berlasco Court and 

Diversicare as these areas complement each other and one is a natural progression 

of the other. In his memory we will ensure that this vision lives on and that ECCQ and its 

divisions continue to grow bigger and better into the future.

Nick certainly deserves the title of one of Queenslands’ Greats and I am proud to have 

known him. He will be missed very much. ■ 
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Nick at various Berlasco Court events over the years.  
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Memories of Nick 
Vivienne McDonald has been the General Manager of Diversicare since 2011. 

My fi rst meeting with Nick was at my interview for the position of General Manager of 

Diversicare. Nick greeted me at the door of ECCQ House and welcomed me with a 

huge smile and said “Hello you must be the Welsh lady for the interview” and warmly 

shook my hand. I instantly took a liking to Nick and thought to myself “This is someone I 

would like to work for.”

Over the years Nick and I became close colleagues and his passion for Diversicare was 

obvious. Nick loved to call into the offi ce and have a cup of hot chocolate and a chat 

with the staff. Nick made sure he knew everyone by name and he was especially close 

to the staff members who have been employed by Diversicare for several years. I was 

very impressed and ‘in awe’ of his involvement and commitment to Diversicare. It was as 

though it was his ‘baby’.

To me, Nick was a visionary, strong, direct and insistent. He had a sense of humour and 

never lacked warmth and humanity. He was always available at the drop of a hat and 

always answered his phone with a “Hello lovie” and would always ask about my family. 

Nick always made me feel valued and always listened to my ideas and opinions. 

Nick understood the aged care sector and more importantly he understood the 

community and the needs of multicultural people in the community. I particularly 

admired Nick for his quick wit that was second to none and he always brought humour 

into his everyday life with all the people he met.

What stands out in my mind about Nick is his passion and genuine interest in people 

generally and his memory for detail that was phenomenal. Nick would always remember 

conversations we had even if they were months or years ago and I was in awe of his 

brilliant memory for detail without taking any notes! Nick met a few of my children at 

events and at the offi ce. They liked Nick for his interest in them and his kindness toward 

them whenever they saw him and were very saddened and upset to hear of Nick’s 

passing.

I recall Nick saying to me once “If you teach people to fi sh they can then feed 

themselves.” This was a saying that I have put into practice when mentoring people 

and family and it is true that if you teach someone a skill they can then become 

independent in that skill. 

This poem sums up what Nick meant to me:

Sometimes people mention your name.

Some just keep quiet.

But no matter what is or isn’t said.

You’re always on someone’s mind ■
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Nick at Diversicare’s Strategic Planning Day workshop held on 24 April 2013.  

Nick at Diversicare’s Christmas party in 2013 at the Pineapple Hotel at Kangaroo Point. Back row, from left: Mangol Lok, Diversicare 

Multicultural Advisory Service Offi cer, Anthony Lin, ECCQ Board Director and Vivienne McDonald. Front row, from left: Nick and Jo 

Bronte, Diversicare Education & Training Coordinator.
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Tribute to Nick Xynias
Eugenia Grammatikakis is the FECCA Senior Deputy Chair and has known Nick for nearly 
30 years.

The Federation of Ethnic Communities Councils’ of Australia (FECCA) would like to 
pay tribute to Nick Xynias, an incredible leader who committed his life to serving the 
multicultural community of Queensland and that of Australia more broadly.

It is a great honour to be writing this tribute on behalf of FECCA. I had great respect 
for Nick and admiration for the man he was and for the principles and values that he 
espoused. I fi rst met Nick in the early 1980s as a young member of the Greek Community 

of Hobart, where I lived at the time with my family, during an AHEPA (Australasian 

Hellenic Educational Progressive Association) National Convention held in Hobart. Nick 

was an active member of AHEPA and had also, I recall, responsibility for the organisation 

of that Convention. From the outset I was struck by his positive energy, his leadership 

and enthusiasm and by the way in which he embraced and encouraged young 

people like myself to be involved and to actively engage in community affairs, not just 

within the confi nes of our own community, but also with ‘mainstream’ communities and 

organisations.  

During that Convention I had the opportunity to engage in a range of activities, to 

listen, to observe and to learn from Nick. He had the most positive impact on me and 

I remember to this day, and always will, his encouraging words and advice with the 

central message being serve others, serve the community and serve humanity. His great 

sense of service was so evident and was nothing short of inspirational.

Our paths since crossed on many occasions at meetings, FECCA Conferences, forums 

and other like events. He always had the time to catch up, fi nd out how I and my family 

were doing and was always ready to part with a word of encouragement and advice, 

and always in the most caring and respectful way.

I believe everyone who knew Nick would agree that he was a man who had a strong 

sense of duty and of service for the individual and the community. Nick did not think 

advancement was about self, it was about what can be achieved for the community. 

He was a man of strong will and drive and one that had a strong conviction of what was 

possible rather than what was not. Nick was a ‘can do’ man, nothing was impossible. 

Nick would rebuff any sign of negativity demonstrated by anyone, always expecting 

positive results, positive thinking and nothing less. 

Nick was an integral part of FECCA and played a central and constructive role over the 

past 40 years, particularly during the 1980s and 1990s, in the workings of this organisation 

at various levels and in a variety of ways. On some occasions he was front and centre, 

at others he was quietly working behind the scenes, supporting, guiding, advising and 

encouraging. 

I believe that the measure of someone’s leadership and commitment to an organisation, 

sector or cause is not always determined by the offi cial positions one holds, by titles or 

by their visibility, but by the way in which one is able to quietly employ their knowledge, 

enthusiasm, experience and wisdom, and direct them to places where they can add 

value and strength.



EVOCA, AUTUMN 2014 21

Nick was one of those individuals who was 
consistently driven and always there for those 
whom he knew well, but also for those that 
he did not know so well offering advice and 
support.  

Equally, he would in an honest and forthright 
way offer his point of view about the state 
of affairs, be it about government policy or 
direction with respect to multiculturalism, access, 
equity and funding. He also engaged in robust 
debate about the role of organisations such as 
FECCA and how these can continue to remain 
relevant and effective peak advocacy bodies.

During his time at FECCA, Nick fought for issues 
important to ethnic communities to be placed 
on Ministers’ agendas and made sure that 
FECCA was heard and taken notice of at the 
highest levels. He worked and collaborated with 
others to achieve good outcomes for ethnic 
communities. He persisted until the goal was 
achieved.  

Nick was a founding member of FECCA and 
served on the FECCA Executive as an ex 
offi cio Deputy Chair representing the Ethnic 

Communities Council of Queensland between 

1980–1983, 1987-1991, 1993-1994, and 1996-2000.

This is a considerable period of time and a time 

during which signifi cant progress was being 

made by the Commonwealth Government in 

the area of multicultural policy development 

and service provision, especially during the 

1980s and early 1990s.  

During his period of service on the FECCA 

Executive, not only did Nick represent the 

interests of the ethnic communities of his own 

state of Queensland, but played a most positive 

role in driving the agenda at the national level 

advocating for the rights of ethnic communities, 

for access and equity, and for social justice. In 

addition, Nick served as Chairperson of FECCA 

in the year 2000 and presided over a period of 

major restructuring of the organisation. Between 

2001-2005, he served as the Hon President again, 

guiding and supporting the organisation in its 

development and advocacy work.

Nick was a tireless volunteer. To honour his 

voluntary services to FECCA and to the 

multicultural community of Australia more 

broadly Nick was made a Life Member of 

FECCA in 2005.

Nick has left a great legacy behind him. He 

was of a generation of migrant activists who 

worked in a unique and tireless way through 

organisations such as FECCA advocating for 

justice, access, equity and fairness for all. Nick 

was an inspiring role model. His strong sense of 

social responsibility and social justice motivated 

him to become a great leader and a strong 

voice for ethnic communities. 

He will be greatly missed.

On behalf of FECCA I express my deepest 

condolences to Nick’s family. ■ 

He was of a generation of migrant activists who worked in a unique 
and tireless way through organisations such as FECCA advocating 
for justice, access, equity and fairness for all. Nick was an inspiring 
role model.
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ECCQ honours Nick at special 
reception

On 25 January 2015, Queensland and Australia lost Mr Nick Xynias AO BEM – a very special person 
who was no doubt synonymous with multiculturalism.
 
To honour Nick’s life and his commitment to and tireless work for people from culturally and 
linguistically diverse backgrounds, ECCQ held a special reception at the Greek Club on 27 February 
2015. Attendees included members and offi cials from federal, state and local government, 

representatives of consulates, community leaders, friends and family. 

During the event, a dedication ceremony was held and ECCQ House was formally renamed to 

Nick Xynias House. A special painting of Nick in the foreground of ECCQ House was unveiled and 

presented to his wife Pat.  

Attendees heard speeches from: His Excellency the Hon Paul de Jersey AC, Governor of Queensland; 

Senator the Hon Concetta Fierravanti-Wells, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Social Services; 

Ms Terry Butler MP, Member for Griffi th; Hon Jackie Trad, Deputy Premier, Minister for Transport, Minister 

for Trade, Minister for Infrastructure, Local Government and Planning; Hon Peter Beattie AC, former 

Premier of Queensland; Hon Glen Elmes MP, Member for Noosa; Cr Paul Pisasale, Mayor of the City of 

Ipswich; the Right Honourable Graham Quirk, Lord Mayor of Brisbane; and, Serge Voloschenko OAM, 

ECCQ Chairperson.  

 

The speakers provided a rich tapestry of stories about Nick’s determination, leadership, unwavering 

optimism and sense of humour. The stories illustrated the large scope of activities Nick was engaged 

in. The common thread of all the stories was Nick’s commitment to assisting all people from culturally 

diverse backgrounds.

 

The following are excerpts from the speeches that were delivered on the night. ■ 
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His Excellency the Honourable Governor 
Paul de Jersey AC

We have all been drawn to this place today by the wonderful legacy of Nick Xynias AO BEM, and by 
the strong desire of the Queensland community to celebrate and commemorate the man and his 
legacy.

Nick’s eighty-one years straddled several worlds.

As a child and a young man he was part of a Greek community, but a Greek community living in 
Egypt, in a small town half-way along the Suez Canal. In his early twenties he took the bold step of 
migrating to Australia ending up, to our good fortune, in Brisbane.

The energetic Nick Xynias arrived in his new country with very little. He understood the scale of the 
challenges that all new arrivals faced. Nick devoted almost half a century to championing their 
cause in our state and more broadly in Australia.

Nick and other like-minded individuals realised that there needed to be organisation and structure 
behind their efforts – an effective base from which to promote multiculturalism, and lobby for support 
and resources. 

Nick was a leading fi gure in the establishment of ECCQ in 1976, which was founded to achieve those 

goals. Almost forty years later, it is still going strong. 

The reach of Nick’s contribution to Queensland is broad and deep. He brought his energy and 

experience in multiculturalism to a diverse range of causes, organisations and advisory bodies. 

And let us not forget that for most of this time Nick was also making a living, and raising a family with 

Pat!

Nick’s life brings to mind a quote that many of you may know. Its essence is this: “A society grows 

when old men plant trees whose shade they know they will never enjoy.”

Nick was a young man, not an old man, when he started his voluntary work, but the quote is 

otherwise particularly appropriate.

First, it is thought to be a Greek saying.  Second, it neatly describes Nick’s achievements in creating 

institutions and championing attitudes that will benefi t future generations of Queenslanders.  They will 

be able, as it were, to enjoy the shade of trees that Nick planted. 

ECCQ’s decision to re-name this building “Nick Xynias House” is both apt and generous.  It creates 

a permanent reminder in bricks and mortar of Nick’s life and pioneering work in championing 

multiculturalism as a vital element adding to the strength of Queensland communities.

I thank Nick’s extended family most sincerely for sharing him with us over the decades. And I pay 

heartfelt tribute, on behalf of all Queenslanders, to Nick’s marvellous life and achievements. ■ 
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Senator the Hon Concetta Fierravanti-Wells, 
Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Social 
Services

As the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Social Services responsible for Multicultural Affairs 
and Settlement Services, I am honoured to be here representing the Prime Minister of Australia, the 
Hon Tony Abbott MP and the Minister for Social Services, the Hon Scott Morrison MP.

Many in the Australian community were saddened to hear of Mr Xynias’ passing last month. He 
helped thousands of vulnerable families fi nd the services and support they needed.

Mr Xynias made an extraordinary contribution to multicultural affairs in Queensland and Australia, 

dedicating his life to serving the community. Thousands of new arrivals are better off due to his efforts 

and the work of your organisation, and I thank you for all your work.

Like many of you, I was born in Australia to a family that arrived from another land and I could 

not even speak English when I started school. My parents did not get as much help with settling 

in Australia as they would have today. But they thrived because of their determination, and the 

friendship and support of their neighbours and community.

Today, the Australian Government runs a national network of multicultural community liaison offi cers 

to give communities the help they need to become independent, economically viable, while also 

supporting social participation and wellbeing.

It is a big task but Government cannot do it alone. We need well connected, expert partners in the 

community such as ECCQ.

Our diversity means Australia can be more productive, invent new ways of doing business with the 

world, create new opportunities and boost our trade and investment enterprises. In a globalised 

economy, our diversity has become an advantage. It means we can confi dently shake hands with 

far more of the world and its peoples.

It also means ECCQ’s work has played a part in steadfastly building up our national competitive 

advantage.

I encourage you to continue the great work that Nick Xynias and your other founders started in the 

1970’s in sponsoring harmony, tolerance and social cohesion and may it long continue.

In closing, I especially thank you for the privilege of being here tonight to help celebrate the work of 

Mr Nick Xynias and ECCQ. ■ 
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Terry Butler MP, Member for Griffi th

Nick Xynias AO BEM was a co-founder of ECCQ, which is something his family is very proud of and 

rightfully proud of. He was the Honorary President and CEO right up until his death.

Like everyone in our community, I was greatly saddened for the loss that his family suffered and that 

the organisation suffered. 

I was honoured to attend his funeral at the Greek Orthodox Church held a few weeks ago. It was a 

beautiful service and a really fi tting tribute to someone who had contributed so much to the cause 

of multiculturalism and diversity in Queensland. 

ECCQ, which also includes Berlasco Court Caring Centre and Diversicare, is an organisation that 

since its establishment in 1976 has contributed greatly to multiculturalism in Queensland. Part of its 

mission is to ensure that people from culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds can participate 

fully in our communities.

As an example of that I recently addressed the participants, all from new and emerging communities, 

of ECCQ’s Community Leadership Program on engaging with politics, advocacy and leadership. To 

be able to do that was a really wonderful opportunity. It shows just one example of the work ECCQ 

does in our community. 

Nick’s story in and of itself is a great example of the contribution of multiculturalism to our country. 

He was born to Greek parents in Egypt. He moved to Queensland in 1956 and was a very successful 

businessman. On top of that he, along with his wife Pat, put a lot of work into building the cause of 

multiculturalism and community support in Queensland. 

He helped so many people. He will be sorely missed, but his contribution to multiculturalism and to 

diversity in Queensland will live on for a very long time. ■ 
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Hon Jackie Trad, Deputy Premier, Minister 
for Transport, Minister for Trade, Minister for 
Infrastructure, Local Government and Planning

Premier Annastacia Palaszczuk sends her sincerest apologies for being unable to attend this special 
occasion due to a prior commitment. She has asked me pass on her condolences to Pat and the 
Xynias family and all involved with ECCQ. 

Nick Xynias was an inspiration to anyone who has ever had to make a new start in a new land. 

What drove Nick was simple. He wanted to give others opportunity. What they did with that 
opportunity was up to them. 

In 1988, Nick lobbied politicians at all levels for funds to help establish Australia’s fi rst multicultural 

nursing home, Berlasco Court at Indooroopilly. Later that same year, Nick was involved in establishing 

the Community Options Program, which eventually became Diversicare. 

Nick often said he couldn’t have achieved anything without the support of his terrifi c wife Cleopatra 

(Pat) herself is a past winner of a Queensland Multicultural Service Award.

Nick was named as one of fi ve Queensland Greats in 2004. I’m not sure “Queensland Great” or even 

“Australian Great” does Nick justice. Nick deserves to be called a “World Great” because Nick Xynias 

truly made the world a better place.

He leaves a great legacy to Queensland and best of all, his work goes on. ■ 
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Hon Peter Beattie AC, former Premier of 
Queensland

Let me start by congratulating ECCQ and all those involved in this dedication and renaming of 
ECCQ House in honour of Nick Xynias. People such as Nick should never be forgotten. He was an 
example to all of us on how to build a stronger community.

Many people talk publicly about principles and values, but very few live them. Nicolas Xynias AO 
BEM did. He was indeed a rare individual for whom I had the greatest respect. 

Two things that stand out in my mind about Nick: his love for his family and his love for the community 
which he served. Whatever he did was done with passion and commitment. 

Nick set an example with his years of volunteering. Too often today organisations struggle to fi nd 

volunteers. If we had more people like Nick Xynias, the world would be a better place.

His community work with The Greek Ethnic Schools Association, the Australian Hellenic Educational 

Progressive Association and the Society of Greeks from Egypt and the Middle East is well known. 

I fi rst met him when he was Chair of ECCQ, which he founded in 1976. This organisation and his role 

in many multicultural organisations was well respected by both sides of politics. A rare situation in 

Queensland! 

I share Nick’s commitment to multiculturalism and had the honour of awarding him the state 

government’s highest award in 2004 when I announced him as a Queensland Great. It was a grand 

occasion. The plaque bearing his name will permanently be kept in the Roma Street Parklands. 

Nick was a trusted friend. He will be sadly missed. 

To Pat and the whole Xynias family, thank you for sharing Nick with us. We are all better people for 

having met him. ■ 
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Hon Glen Elmes MP, Member for Noosa and 
former Minister for Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander and Multicultural Affairs and Minister 
assisting the Premier

Queensland’s multicultural community has lost one of its strongest advocates for community 
cohesion and mutual respect with the passing of Nick Xynias. 

Nick was loved by everyone who has had anything to do with ECCQ or the broader multicultural 
sector. 

I came to know him very well over the past three years in my role as Minister responsible for 
Multicultural Affairs. As everyone here knows, he was a very persuasive and dedicated advocate for 
people from culturally diverse backgrounds. I came to value his wise counsel as someone who was 
dedicated to our culturally diverse communities his entire life.

The awarding of Australian national and Commonwealth honours is recognition that his contribution 
to multiculturalism was recognised at the highest levels.

I found that I never went too far wrong if I agreed with what Nick thought needed to be done to 
make Queensland a more inclusive state. He knew that with a little help migrants can achieve a lot. 

He saw that great dividends to our country could be achieved by providing assistance and support 
to people who came here with the strong desire to make a success of their own lives and to 
contribute to the social and economic growth of the wider community. 

He saw the benefi ts of our society being defi ned by a mix of cultures, ethnicities and religious beliefs. 

Diversity didn’t intimidate him. He welcome it as a positive in our community, and through his long 

stewardship of ECCQ, he did his best to encourage others to think likewise. 

I know Nick is missed dearly by Pat and his family, friends and the many close associates he had over 

many years’ involvement with ECCQ.

The renaming of ECCQ House in his name will see the memory of Nick Xynias live on. ■ 
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Cr Paul Pisasale, Mayor of the City of Ipswich

As Mayor of Ipswich it gives me great pleasure, but certainly great sadness, to speak of my friend 
Nick Xynias. 

Nick immigrated to Australia in 1956 and ran a successful business until he retired in 1994. In between 
this he devoted his life to serving and assisting Queenslanders from all diverse backgrounds. Coming 
from a similar background to Nick, I can relate to the experiences he would have encountered in 
Australia with foreign parents. 

The awarding of the British Empire Medal (BEM) in 1982, the Medal of the Order of Australia (OAM) in 
1995 and an Offi cer of the Order of Australia (AO) in 2001 is a true testament to how highly regarded 

Nick was. Closer to home, he was Brisbane’s Senior Citizen of the Year in 2008. He was working with 

and giving to the community he loved so richly right to the end. 

Nick’s mantra of “multiculturalism is not a statement, it’s an action” holds true and puts weight to his 

lengthy service in various organisations. I had the pleasure of being on some committees with Nick 

and always valued his knowledge, expertise and true passion for whatever project at hand. He was 

a true mentor to me. 

I loved the way Nick let me just talk and talk and with just one sentence of common sense took total 

control. 

Nick was a special friend, always had a huge smile and when he shook hands with you, you could 

feel that combination of strength and warmth. He created harmony wherever he went, not just in the 

good times, but when it was most needed. 

He had the unique ability to make you feel special. He left an indelible footprint in my heart which 

cannot be forgotten. 

His devotion to his family, his wife Cleopatra – he would also say he got to marry Cleopatra – four 

children and fi ve grandchildren was exemplary. His family was always right behind him in the work 

that he performed. 

He was a man of substance – because he kept it “real”. People like Nick are few and far between 

and I personally will miss him and our community will miss his great contribution. For me and many 

others, we are much better because of the man, Nick Xynias. ■ 
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The Right Honourable Graham Quirk, Lord Mayor 
of Brisbane

I am pleased to be here this evening to honour Mr Nick Xynias AO BEM. Nick was one of 
Queensland’s Greats and I am extremely pleased that we are able to honour his legacy at this 
evening’s dedication. 

I had the pleasure of knowing Nick for many years. I would always be greeted with his trademark 
smile and some warm words which always made me feel at ease. 

Nick let his actions do the talking and through his tireless work in the community, Nick managed to 
touch the lives of thousands of new Queenslanders. 

As a migrant himself, Nick was acutely aware of the hurdles that face new migrants. He unashamedly 
dedicated his life to breaking down those barriers. 

As co-founder and former Chair of the Lord Mayors Multicultural Business Round Table, Nick knew 
how to involve people, set goals and allow everyone to be a part of its success.

Nick’s life was one of selfl ess contribution. For over forty years, he worked tirelessly to give a voice 

to Australians from culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds. In 1960, he became involved 

with and ultimately led many community associations. In 1976, he co-founded ECCQ Ltd, including 

Berlasco Court and Diversicare. 

He worked to pass on his love for Brisbane, Queensland and Australia to others. And it is for this work 

that we honour and remember him.

Nick made Brisbane a better, fairer and more inviting place to live and on behalf of the residents of 

Brisbane, I would like to express my upmost appreciation for all that Nick has done. ■ 
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Serge Voloschenko OAM, ECCQ Chairperson

Thank you all for joining us on this very special occasion, an emotional event, a dedication and 
renaming of ECCQ House to Nick Xynias House. Thank you to the special guest speakers who spoke 
such kind words describing so many achievements and accomplishments of Mr Nicholas Xynias, 
especially since these words come from those who have distinguished themselves as achievers – a 
high praise indeed coming from such eminent people.
 
I am sure that you will all agree with me that it is impossible to summarise all of the Nick’s 
achievements; in particular, Nick’s enormous contribution to building bonds of cohesiveness in our 
diverse society, our multicultural society.

I fi rst met Nick very briefl y in the late sixties and it was a decade later that our paths crossed for 

the second time. Even after that relatively long period of time after our fi rst by chance meeting, I 

remembered that characteristic, warm, embracing and friendly smile. 

When Nick embarked on his dream of establishing ECCQ, he inspired me as he inspired many others, 

to join him as co-founders on a journey to achieve that magnifi cent dream.

As far back as then, I often heard Nick’s repeated statement to “fear not a person who loves 

two countries, but fear one who loves none.” Nick was a proud Australian, and even a prouder 

Queenslander, but he was also proud of his Greek heritage. Nick also believed that only with mutual 

respect for all cultures can social harmony be achieved.

Nick cared deeply for the welfare of others and over many years he actively participated in a great 

number of initiatives and generously provided guidance and support to countless other activities 

which resulted in improved outcomes for so many people.

Nick left no doubt in anyone’s mind that he was a natural leader. 

It would be too simple to give him ticks for being a leader because he looked to the future and 

was inspirational. He was one of those leaders who did not really fi t within the “box”. Nick was most 

defi nitely unique. 

Nick was my boss, my colleague, my mentor, but most of all Nick was my friend. And I shall miss him 

very much. With Nick, one could never graduate from his “university of life”; it was like a perpetual 

apprenticeship. Every major decision that I have made or have contributed to I would try to put it 

through the fi nal fi lter – how would Nick deal with it? I  shall be eternally grateful for his wisdom.  

Nick was very proud of his family, his children including their partners and his grandchildren. He loved 

them all very much, but it was his “mummy”, Pat, who shared Nick’s vision and stood beside him over 

so many years and supported him in pursuing his goals to make our society a better place to live in. It 

was Pat who had that special place in Nick’s very big heart.

My dear, Pat, I shall be forever grateful to you for giving me an opportunity to share time with Nick. ■ 
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Father Dimitrios Tsakas, of the Greek Orthodox 
Church 
Below is an excerpt of the blessing of Nick Xynias House.

Nick would say to me, “Listen, believe in God, but don’t be too religious.”  And so to honour that very 
sage advice, I will keep this short and meaningful. 

To honour his legacy of service we have gathered his friends and family before you to name a 
building in his memory as a visible reminder to continue his example of sacrifi ce in helping others. 

Lord in humility, we ask that you sanctify this act of love for our brother, Nicholas. Brought forth that 

the building named after him remains a centre of love, charity and good works. Let every work and 

every relationship in that building bring out your image within us and the capacity to excel in every 

human virtue that transcends self-interest and remains focused on service to others and service to 

social justice. 

In his spirit, Lord, we ask you to bless this naming in honour of Nicholas and we offer our thanks and 

praise for every blessing that comes from above. Amen. ■ 
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Cleopatra ‘Pat’ Xynias
Below is an excerpt of Pat’s speech after accepting a smaller version of the special painting during 
the renaming ceremony. 

Thank you for all your kind words about Nick and thank you everybody here. See, his smile is 
perennial, eternal. 

Nick called everyone by their fi rst name, because he didn’t care, colour, creed, position – to him you 

were just another human being to be loved. And if I can take a piece out of my granddaughter’s 

speech at his funeral, he loved everyone to bits. That’s as far as it went. 

But, nobody could see at home what happened when anyone would come in our door. That smile 

was always there, the hug was always there. And those are the things we miss, very, very much. As 

you can see all the family is here. 

I would like to thank you all for coming here tonight and for honouring Nick and to the Board for 

honouring him with renaming the house which is really a very fi tting thing, because I heard him many 

times on the phone, “I don’t want another award, I don’t need another medal, give it to someone 

else who wants it.” But he knew of the dedication of the house to be put in his name. And there is 

now a sign outside the building that looks very wonderful. Thank you very much everybody. ■ 
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Terry White AO
Between 1979 and 1989, Terry White represented the seat of Redcliffe in the Queensland 
Parliament and served as Minister for Corrective Services, Family Services, Migrant and 
Ethnic Affairs between 1980 and 1983, and briefl y as leader of the parliamentary Liberal 
Party.

I have always had a deep affection for Nick Xynias and will remember the help he 
gave me as a newly minted Minister for Corrective Services, Family Services, Migrant 
and Ethnic Affairs in 1980. I fi rst met Nick as back bencher in 1979 at Parliament House 

functions and even then I realised he would be someone I would work closely with.

At the time he had convinced me (not hard) that the State Government needed to set 

up a Department of Multicultural Affairs. After preparing the submission, in collaboration 

with Nick, I took it to Cabinet and got rolled on the basis that certain senior Ministers 

would have nothing to do with Multiculturalism! So we then regrouped and went back 

to changing the name to the Department of Ethnic Affairs. We were unsuccessful again 

and fi nally went back for the third time calling it the Department of Migrant and Ethnic 

Affairs when the then Premier was away and cabinet was chaired by Llew Edwards. We 

got the go ahead – fi nally!

I also remember Nick reminding me (he always did it with that beautiful smile) that 

there was a need to upgrade the old Yungaba Immigration Centre in Kangaroo Point, 

which was built in 1887. Yungaba had always been central to Queensland‘s settlement 

program for newly arrived migrants. Originally it was where migrants, who arrived by ship, 

lived until they were able to fi nd their own accommodation. 

With the changing times, Nick highlighted the need for Yungaba to be a place 

for ethnic groups to meet and to also be a place for young artists from migrant 

backgrounds to work and display their work. That later led to annual cultural exhibitions 

and cultural events. Yungaba was also the fi rst headquarters for ECCQ.

I really loved that part of the job as I met and made friends with so many people who, 

along with their children, have added so much to the richness of our daily lives in this 

wonderful country of ours. 

One clear thing that I got from Nick, as the then Minister for Migrant and Ethnic Affairs, 

was his belief and commitment to integration into the broader Australian Community. 

Suffi ce to say, he was a tremendous advocate for the inclusion of the cultures that so 

many migrants have brought to our country.

He was Mr Cosmopolitan supported so lovingly by Cleopatra (Pat) over all those years. 

He just loved everyone irrespective of race, colour or creed.

I’ve had the pleasure of working alongside Nick and to call him my friend. His son, Rick, 

is also a pharmacist, so I see him at events and committees. His son Demitri is a creative 

designer (an extremely talented one!) who provides design consulting and work for my 

business. It’s been wonderful knowing Nick and his family. ■
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The Hon Robert James Lee 
Hawke AC, GCL
Bob Hawke AC, GCL was the Prime Minister of Australia and the Leader of the Labor Party 
from 1983 to 1991.

I regret it was not possible for me to attend the special reception and dedication 
ceremony for renaming the building of ECCQ to that which will honour President and 
Chief Executive Offi cer, the late Nick Xynias AO BEM. 

His devotion and dedication to assisting migrant communities over many decades is to 

be commended and admired, and in which his family can take great pride.

Australia has evolved to be one of the most ethnically diverse countries. It is estimated 

that 26% of our population, now approaching 24 million, consists of people born outside 

of Australia. 

It is a great testament to the Ethnic Communities Council of Queensland and the Ethnic 

Communities Councils in all states, and the tireless work by people such as Nick Xynias 

that today our society is one of tolerance and harmony. 

I send my best wishes to all involved and all who attended the event which is a most 

fi tting tribute to a man who worked so tirelessly for the Ethnic Communities Council of 

Queensland. ■
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The Hon Rob Borbidge AO
Rob Borbidge served as the 35th Premier of Queensland from 1996 to 1998. He resigned 
from Parliament in March 2001 after nearly twenty years as MP for Surfers Paradise.  

Nick Xynias was a great Queenslander and an outstanding Australian.

It is impossible to know how many people from so many backgrounds he tirelessly 
helped over the decades.

His impact on modern Queensland has been immense.

He founded ECCQ in 1976 and since then the organisation has grown into the infl uential 

body that it is today and his role in promoting an inclusive multicultural society became 

a life long passion.

His service to so many federal, state and local government organisations has been 

almost unparalleled and in return a grateful nation recognised him with a British Empire 

Medal, a Medal of the Order of Australia and as an Offi cer of the Order of Australia.

Also acknowledged as a Queensland Great and Brisbane Senior Citizen of the Year, Nick 

continued his strong and proud record of community engagement until his passing.

His warm hearted good nature, his smile, his dedication to his adopted country and his 

belief in the goodness of the human spirit never faulted.

He left his community a far better place by his efforts and we owe him a special tribute.

I had the pleasure of working with Nick in government. He was an open and forthright 

advocate for the ethnic communities he represented, and an honourable and decent 

man.

He touched so many lives in so many ways and we are the better for his decision as a 

young man to make Australia his new home.

It is appropriate that Nick be recognized in this very special way for making our 

community a far better, richer and more decent place. ■
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Jane Prentice MP, Member 
for Ryan
Jane Prentice is a member of the Australian House of Representatives since August 2010, 
representing the seat of Ryan for the Liberal National Party of Queensland. Prior to her 
election to Parliament, Prentice was a Councillor on Brisbane City Council, since 2000.

Nicholas Xynias was more than an offi cial ‘Queensland Great’; he was also a great 

citizen, devoted to his community. Nick was committed to supporting people, who like 

him had come to Australia from different countries and backgrounds.

He fi rst came here thinking he would stay for 10 years, but he ended up dedicating 

his life to his new country. From his early years of volunteering for the Greek Ethnic 

Schools Association and the Society of Greeks from Egypt and the Middle East to his 

appointment by the Premier to Chair the Queensland Multicultural Round Table, Nick’s 

commitment to his cause never wavered. 

He was co-founder of ECCQ and not only served on its board for many years but also 

continued to participate as an Honorary President and Volunteer Chief Executive Offi cer. 

I recently had the opportunity to pay tribute to Nick Xynias in Federal Parliament and 

was proud to speak on his achievements as a dedicated community member. 

I came to know Nick personally through his work on the Lord Mayor of Brisbane’s 

Multicultural Business Round Table. I admired his dedication to ensuring people from 

culturally diverse backgrounds had access to business and economic opportunities.

One of Nick’s greatest achievements from my point of view was the establishment of 

the Berlasco Court Caring Centre in my electorate of Ryan. He lobbied hard for this 

multicultural nursing home and the longstanding reputation of Berlasco Court is a credit 

to Nick and to General Manager, Athena Ermides. 

Their facilities make later life easier for people from multicultural backgrounds and allow 

their families to have peace of mind that they are comfortable and supported. That is 

one of the many ways Nick helped to support people who, like him, came to Australia 

for a different way of life, but perhaps still missed certain aspects of their homeland. 

His many other roles included being a member of the Commonwealth Migrant 

Consulting Council, the Queensland Aboriginal Reconciliation Council, the Queensland 

Multicultural Coordinating Committee, the Centenary of Federation Queensland 

Committee and many more advisory groups, committees and councils aimed at 

providing rights for culturally diverse people. 

It is not often you meet a man as dedicated to the community as Nick. He truly wanted 

the best for people and was not afraid to champion a cause. 

His achievements did not go unnoticed. Nick was personally awarded his British Empire 

Medal by Her Majesty the Queen and was also awarded the Order of Australia and 

Offi cer of the Order of Australia. He was named Brisbane’s Senior Citizen of the Year in 

2008.

Although Nick will be remembered for his dedication and leadership in the community, 

above all he was a devoted husband to Cleopatra, loving father and wonderful 

grandfather who lived life to the full and made every day count. 

His dedication to his family must also be acknowledged. He was so proud of his children 

Rick, Kerry, Angela and Demitri and grandchildren, Nicholas, John, Alexander, Zac and 

Isabella.

Nick Xynias’s commitment to the multicultural community of Queensland will be his 

legacy and I am proud to have known him. ■
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The Hon Bill Shorten MP, 
Leader of the Opposition, 
Member for Maribyrnong
Bill Shorten has been the Leader of the Labor Party and Leader of the Opposition since 
October 2013. He has represented Maribyrnong in the Australian House of Representatives 
since 2007.

The dedication of ECCQ House in honour of the late Nick Xynias AO BEM ensures his 
legacy and passion for our multicultural community lives on.

It reminds us of the sad loss of Mr Xynias – a man who was much admired by the 
community and whose absence we feel deeply. 

Mr Xynias was one of the most powerful and prolifi c voices for ethnic diversity in 

Queensland history. He established ECCQ in 1976 and served on its board for many 

years, including for a long period as Chair. 

His dedication to ECCQ, its achievements under his leadership and the many lives 

touched by his work have forever changed Queensland society for the better.

Mr Xynias’ contribution attracted great praise, and deservedly so. He was awarded the 

British Empire Medal in 1982, the Medal of the Order of Australia in 1995 and was made 

an Offi cer in the Order of Australia in 2001. He was named one of fi ve Queensland 

Greats in 2004 and was Brisbane’s Senior Citizen of the year in 2008.

The dedication of ECCQ House in honour of Nick Xynias is a fi tting tribute to his proud 

history of community service. 

On behalf of the Federal Parliamentary Labor Party, it is a privilege to honour this great 

Australian. ■
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Annastacia Palaszczuk 
Premier of Queensland
and Minister for the Arts
Annastacia Palaszczuk has been an member of the Legislative Assembly of Queensland 
since September 2006, representing the electorate of Inala and prior to becoming 
Premier, she was Leader of the Labor Party in Opposition from 2012-2015. 

Nick Xynias was a great friend to many, a great inspiration to us all and a true 
Queensland Great. If ever there was a title to be bestowed of ‘Mr Multicultural 
Queensland’, Nick would have been the popular choice. He dedicated his life to 
creating better opportunities and circumstances for migrants in Queensland and he 
helped shape our multicultural state.

The legacy of Nick Xynias will never be forgotten, not just because ECCQ House has 
been named in his honour, but because his great work will go on.

Nick Xynias is the perfect role model for anyone who has ever had to make a new start 
in a new land. When he stepped off the train at South Brisbane railway station in 1956 as 
a 23-year-old Greek boy from Egypt, Nick did not know a single soul in Queensland and 
he did not speak a word of English.

But as luck would have it, Nick’s fi rst lodgings in Annerley were just two doors from the 

then Premier of Queensland, Vince Gair. That early proximity to power clearly helped 

form Nick’s attitude towards politicians because he was never afraid to knock on doors 

and advance the cause of the people he represented.

His community involvement spanned over fi ve decades and was wide-ranging. Nick’s 

dedication to social justice and to improving the lives of migrants saw him co-found 

ECCQ in 1976. That body has helped shape multicultural Queensland and been an 

inspiration and support for a wide range of groups.

In 1988, Nick lobbied politicians at all levels for funds to help establish Australia’s fi rst 

multicultural nursing home, Belasco Court at Indooroopilly. Later that same year, Nick 

was involved in establishing the Home and Community Care Program and in 1996, the 

Community Aged Care Program.

I am sure that watching down on us, Nick will be delighted that my Government intends 

to put before Parliament, this year, The Multicultural Recognition Bill. I have championed 

this Bill since 2011 when I was Minister for Multicultural Affairs and then brought it before 

Parliament again in 2012 as a Private Members Bill when I was Leader of the Opposition.

 

The philosophy behind this Bill is fundamental: Queensland’s multicultural community is

vibrant, important and valuable and deserves the recognition of us all. The specifi c 

objectives of the Bill will be to recognise the valuable contribution of diverse groups of 

people to the Queensland community; to promote Queensland as a united, harmonious 

and inclusive community; and to ensure government services are responsive to the 

diversity of Queenslanders.

It will enshrine in legislation the values and practical objectives that I hold dear and that 

Nick Xynias and others have fought a lifetime for. Thank you Nick for your inspiration, your 

friendship and your vision. 

Nick Xynias’s commitment to the multicultural community of Queensland will be his 

legacy and I am proud to have known him. ■
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Kevin Cocks, 
Anti-Discrimination 
Commissioner 
Kevin Cocks was appointed Queensland’s Anti-Discrimination Commissioner for a term 
of four years in February 2011. Prior to his appointment he was a prominent advocate 
working for social justice and human rights issues for vulnerable people with disabilities.

I write on behalf of the Anti-Discrimination Commission of Queensland (ADCQ) to express 
our condolences to the Xynias family, ECCQ Board and the staff of ECCQ on the loss of 
Nick Xynias AO BEM.
 
Nick provided great leadership when representing ethnic communities in Queensland 
at both a state and national level. He was well respected by politicians and community 
leaders across the spectrum. 

He provided a strong voice to ensure that government policies that led to the provision 
of services at both government and non-government levels were sensitive to the needs 
of Queenslanders and Australians from different cultural groups.

He also joined with leaders of other disadvantaged communities to advocate for a fair 
go for all people.

His love of life, sense of humour, beautiful smile and unwavering pursuit of justice will be 
sorely missed. However like all great leaders he has left behind him a legacy that will 
provide future leaders with guidance when pursuing the pathways to deliver a fair and 
just society. ■
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Sharon Orapeleng
Sharon Orapeleng was instrumental in establishing the Queensland African Communities 
Council (QACC) in 2008, with assistance from ECCQ, and served as President for 3 years, 
stepping down in 2013.

It has been with great sadness that we had to farewell Nick Xynias AO BEM. Nick has 
been one of the most important advocates of multiculturalism in Queensland and 
despite the enormous contribution and recognitions, to us Nick was Nick. 

I fi rst met him when I started working for ECCQ in 2007 where I helped to establish 

and managed the Strengthening Ethnic Community Associations (SECA) program. He 

immediately became my mentor. His wealth of knowledge about what it takes to make 

ethnic community organisations relevant and accountable was invaluable to the work 

that I did. 

Nick seemed to know everyone and had the ability to avail himself to anyone who 

needed some advice. I have been fortunate that my journey in community leadership 

commenced under his wing and he has been there to provide advice through this 

journey. 

His support for the establishment of the Queensland African Communities Council 

(QACC) has been invaluable. He attended many of our events and supported us in 

attaining our fi rst ever community space in Brisbane, the African House. 

I also sat with Nick on a number of multicultural committees over the years, including 

recently, on the former Government’s Cultural Diversity Roundtable, a ministerial advisory 

committee. 

He is the epitome of ethnic community leadership, contribution and participation. His 

passion and work promoting the recognition of our strength in diversity and promoting 

social inclusion is perhaps one his fi nest legacies. 

He used to say to me “our strength as a community is through our unity.” Many African 

Australian community leaders have benefi ted from Nick’s incredible generosity with his 

time and we are better as a community because he lived. ■
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Isabella Perry, Nick’s 
granddaughter
Isabella Perry is Angela (Nick’s daughter) and Mark Perry’s daughter. She is 12 years old.

My Pappou was a very special man, who will be in all our hearts forever. 

Pappou could put a smile on your face just by being there. He could (and would) make 
you laugh no matter what and showed that a simple thing like helping someone out can 
change the shape of this country. 

We all made unforgettable memories with Pappou. 

The times I will never forget though were the little things he did or said to me. He 
encouraged me to do the things I wanted. Pappou even let me style his hair with 
pegs when I was little because he knew I wanted to become a hairdresser when I was 
older, so he thought I should start practising, because like Pappou always used to say – 
practise makes perfect.

Most just know Pappou for the awards he won, but Pappou was not just about his 
awards, he loved his family and friends to bits. Even though he’s not here today to 
see how much we all love him, he knew everyone loved him and that is shown by the 
amazing love and support his family and friends have shown. 

Pappou was a very important and inspiring man to all of us and he will be incredibly 
missed forever. ■

This photo was taken at a special birthday party we had for Pappou after he told us he never had a proper kid’s party when he was 

young. We planned a dress up “Arabian Nights Theme” with lots of fun party games for everyone and we all had the best time.
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Pat Xynias and the whole Xynias family would like to give 
thanks and gratitude for all the support and love conveyed to 
them. It is sincerely acknowledged and greatly appreciated.

We, the ECCQ Ltd Board of Directors and staff farewell 
our leader and our champion. We give thanks for his 

encouragement, support, wisdom, optimism, and sharp wit. 
There will be no one like him, but we will do our best to follow 

his stead and carry on his work. 

Vale Nick. 


